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October 19, 2004

Mur# D3 15

VIA EXPRESS MAIL

Lawrence Norton

General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street

Washington DC 20463

Re:  Complaint against Tony Knowles, a candidate for the U.S. Senate from Alaska,
the Tony Knowles for U.S. Senate Commitiee, Leslie Riddle, Treasurer, and
Alaska Democratic Party (ADFP), Joelle Hall, Treasurer
Our File No. 4079.18035

Dear Sir:

This is a formal complaint to the Federal Election Commission (FEC) concerning the
above-named entitics. This complaint will demonstrate that the Alaska Democratic Party
(“ADP") continues to make, illegal in-kind donations to the Tony Knowles for U.S. Senate
campaign (“Knowles campaign) and are making illegal coordinated communications to benefit
the Knowles campaign. The Knowles campaign is violating the law by accepting those in-kind
donations and illegal coordinated communications.

Attached are copies of mailers being sent by the ADP to thousands of residents in Alaska.
As you can see these mailers are printed, machine addressed and use a pre printed Non-Profit
Organization mailing permit. There is no portion of this mailing that has been done by
volunteers. It was not hand addressed, the postage was not affixed by hand and the material was
not placed in an envelope by volunteers. Thus, there was no volunteer component to this
mailing.

Under the Commission's regulations at 11 CFR 100.24(b)(2) these mailers are clearly
federal election activity since they refer to clearly identified federal candidates and promote or
attack a federal candidate. These communications are “public communications” under 11 CFR
100.26 since they are mass mailings. The ADP apparently mistakenly feels that these mailings
are not an expenditure under 11 CFR 100.147. However, the exemption does not apply to public
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communications including direct mail. ‘Direct mail' means “any mailing(s) by a commercial
vendor or any mailing(s) made from commercial lists.” [d.

It is apparent that these mailings are done by a commercial vendor-—-As noted above,
there is no evidence of any volunteer activity in connection with these mailings. Therefore, these
are “direct mail” as that term is used in 11 CFR 100,147 and not exempt expenditures.

Since these are not exempt expenditures the disclaimer is in violation of the law. Under
11 CFR 110.11(d) the disclaimer must state that is not authorized by any candidate or
candidate’s authorized committee. The disclaimer on these mailings is not in compliance with
the law.

The ADP has already engaged in massive coordinated expenditures on behalf of the
Knowles campaign. This year the ADP has spent over $1,500,000 to elect Mr. Knowles. Thus, it
has exceeded its coordinated expenditure limits. The extent of coordination that has been
apparent (joint offices, the ADP hiring staff to go door to door to help elect Mr. Knowles and the
like) and so 1t is not possible that these mailings are independent expenditures by the ADP.

This is the latest in a series of clear violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act by
the Knowles campaign and the Alaska Democratic Party and your immediate intervention to
force these parties to comply with the requirement of the law is essential. I urge you to initiate a
formal investigation at once and to issue an appropriate cease and desist order to bring the parties
into compliance.

If you have any further questions or desire further evidence of this illegal conduct please
let me know
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cc:  Knowles for Senate Committee — via facsimile and U.S. mail
PO Box 201902
Anchorage, Alaska 99520
Phone: (907) 332-2004
Fax: (907) 646-7719

cc:  Alaska Democratic Party — via facsimile and U.S. Mail
P.O. Box 231230
Anchorage, AK 99523-1230
Phone: (907) 258-3050
Fax: (907) 258-1626
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Her NO votas affectsd veterans® .

. medical asre snd presesiption drug
costs, scosss tu spacialists end
vetarmny’ facilities, and long-tarm
care for thase who have served our .
counbry with distinction. But she also .

LISA MURKOWSKI HAS TURNED HER BACK
ON THOSE WHO SERVED
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Over 30,000 New Jobs
Were Created While Tony
Knowles Was Governor

No one warks harder than Tony Knowles at creating
good-paying jobs for Alaskans,
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like Northstar and Alpins, incentives for macginal falds,
and opening the NPR-A for exploration for the first”
time in a generstion. Construction jobs were exparided
with the state's record investmant in schools and
transportation infrastructire. Knowles champlonasd

the creation of & new industzy in Alaska building
modulas for the ail and gas Belds,

. Knowles Stood Up For

Fishing, Timber, Oil And
Mining Jobs -

" Knowies crested a state watar cod fishary, settled the
Pacific Salmon Tresty, and tock Clinton to coust to kesp -

fishing grounds apen. His recerd high state timber sales. -
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Tony Knowles Will
Continue To Fight For

. ANWR And The Natural
‘Gas Pipeline- |
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und build the Alaska Naturul Gus Pipeline that would

-, €reste up to 400,000 new jobs. Tony will continue to
put Alaska first and stand up to opponents of ANWR

. ;and the gas pipeline, regardless of political party and
. Special interasts.

Putting Alaska First,
.Knowles Took Clinton To
.. Court Over Alaska Jobs
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“Health care has alvlays been one of iy top
conceins - a5 oa parent, small busimess owner,
and o< Governor, and it will be at the top of
my aqgenda in the U.S. Senate. Too many
Alasians and Amencans age just one senous
tillness avray from disaster — not because
they're an poor health, but because theyre
uninsured and cannot attord health care. I
belhieve health care 15 a0 night — not a privileqge -

and not an .oue toagnore any longer.”

— Tony Knowlces

Nonprofit Org.




